Fourth position for Diatonic Harmonica       as seen by Jim Rumbaugh 1-2010

Beginner's scale for 4th position

-6 -7 7 -8 8 -9 9 10

1) The scale posted above is a minor scale. Heads up, there are other minor scales. It's OK to just call it a minor scale, but some people like to call it the natural minor scale. The 4th position scale above is also called playing the "relative minor" to the key of the harp. 

Example 1: A minor is the relative minor to C

Example 1: E minor is the relative minor to G

2)It is the same as playing the Greek mode called "Aeolian"

3)If you have C harp, You are starting on an A and ending on an A and

playing an A  MINOR scale.    Hint:   A = Aeolian

4)You get all 8 notes of the minor scale in 4th position. You do not get all 8 notes with  3rd and 5th positions with regular blowing and drawing.

5)The "easy to play" full octave scale is high up on the harp, so it can sound kind of squeaky. You can play it lower on the harp, but the root note, tonic note, first note of the scale is the 3 hole draw, bent down a whole step. It is hard for beginners to hit this note with good tone and pitch. It's even hard for experienced players to hit it with good tone and pitch.

Here is the full minor scale in 4th position for people that can bend notes. 

1 -1 2 -2' -2 -3" -3 4 -4 5 -5 6 -6 -7 7 -8 8 -9 9 -10 10

Here's another way to look at the same scale. This shows which "degree of scale" the holes play. You can see where the tonic notes fall.

Root  2nd   3rd   4th   5th   6th  7th  ocatve

                 1    -1     2    -2'  -2      -3" 

-3"    -3    4    -4     5     -5   6       -6 

-6      -7   7    -8     8     -9   9      -10 

-10'   10

