lesson ten 


( 1 of 2 opinions )

Have you heard of the 10 hour rule? 

The idea is that you can learn just about everything you have to know to play melodies on a harmonica in about 10 hours of actual playing time. After the 10 hours your skills advance very slowly. Possibly your tone and expression improve a little. And your breathing rhythm also gets much better. But for all practical purposes others around you can't tell much difference between you and a more experienced player. In fact, I have heard the statement, "The only difference between the harmonica player who has played 10 hours and the one who has played 10 years is the number of songs they have memorized." You have probably passed the 10 hour mark by now. If so, consider yourself as having arrived at the master level of skill. From here on out it is just a matter of adding to the number of songs you have memorized.

The 2nd opinion

The above paragraph may be correct for STRAIGHT HARP playing, but here is another quote that sums up playing CROSS HARP.

5 minutes to learn, 5 years to master.


Practice songs for lesson #10
The Two Octave

6 Note Scale

The First Scale            -2( or 3 blow)  -3   4  -4   5   6

The Second Octave     6                       -7  -8  8  -9  9                     
For Blues Improvising

Almost any scale works, as long as it ends on 3,6, or 9

Dust My Broom

-1    2    3  -3   3  -3  3   2       3    -1    2      3    -3   2      3

I'm gonna get up in the morning, Be-lieve I'll dust my broom

RIFF 666 666 6  3 -3 3

-1    2    3  -3'  3  -3'  3   2       3    -1    2      3    -3   2      3

I'm gonna get up in the morning, Be lieve I'll dust my broom

RIFF 666 666 6  3 -3 3

   3      3    -3'    -3'  -3'        -3'    -3'        -3  3    -3      2   3                  

And that man that you've been seeing, he can have my room

RIFF 666 666 6  3 -3 3

2 octave RIFF. Use 9 instead of 6

    999 999 9  3 -3 3

