lesson eleven

Three Chords for Folk. Rock, and Blues

Many folks are surprised to find out that it was Ludwig Von Beethoven who first started the chord progressions that we still use today for most of our Folk, Gospel, Rock and Blues tunes. Most musicians call it the 1,4,5 pattern.  The chords represent the 1st , 4th and 5th notes of the major scale. They are the Do ,Fa, So notes.  Here are the most common patterns.

KEY OF C

C - F - G

KEY OF G

G - C - D

KEY OF A

A - D - E

KEY OF D

D - G - A

KEY OF E

E - A - B

Try to remember these 5 sets of chords. You will run into them very frequently when you play with other musicians.  What will change is the order the chords are played, and how long they are played. If you are playing STRAIGHT HARP, use a harp that is in the same key as the song, I.E. C HARP if in the key of C.  If you are playing CROSS HARP, you use a harp that is the 4th note of the key.  It is the same as the middle note in the chord progression shown above. I.E. In the Key of G, use a C harp. 

TO PLAY CROSS HARP,  COUNT UP 4 NOTES
 Riffs for the 1st, 4th and 5th chord   

If you practice these, you will be able to play along with a lot of songs.

1st chord RIFFS

3 -3 4 -4    -4 4 -3 3    
Up and Down Riff a.k.a. Blues for the Hopeless

-1 2 -2


The Good Morning Riff

6 5 6 3 -3 3 2 3

Octave jump

4th chord RIFFS

 4 3  4  3  4  3  4 

Back and Forth

-3 4 -4 4 -3  4 -4  4          Up and Down 

 4 5  6 -6 7 -6  6  5  4
Boogie- Woogie


5th Chord RIFFS

-4 -5 -4 4 -4


Up and Down Wail

-4  -5  -4 -5 -4 -5


5 Hole Wail

-4 5   6  -6  7  -8

5th chord 6 note scale

Sweet Home Chicago

 Sweet Home Chicago  by Robert Johnson

  6     -3      6   6  -5 -5    -4     5  -3

Hey Hey,  Baby do you want to go

6     -3      6   6  -5 -5    -4       5  -3

Hey Hey,  Baby do you want to go

 3  -3    -4    -4  4 -3 4 -4     -1       2        3  -3   3

To the land of California, Sweet home  Chicago

-2'     -2'   -2' -2' -2     -2'     -2'   -2' -2' -2

One and one is two , two and two is four, 

-2'     -2'   -2' -2 -2  -2  -2' -2'  -2' -2'  -2

you and me, baby, can do a    lit-tle more
