Third position for Diatonic Harmonica       as seen by Jim Rumbaugh 1-2010

Beginner's scale for 3rd position

-4 5 -5 6 -6 7 -8

1) The scale posted above is a minor scale. Heads up, there are other minor scales. It's OK to just call it a minor scale. but some people like to call it the natural minor scale.. 

Example 1: with a C harp you play D minor

Example 1: with a G harp you play A minor

2)It is the same as playing the Greek mode called "Dorian"

3)If you have C harp, You are starting on an D and ending on an D and

playing an D MINOR scale.    Hint:   D = Dorian

4)Most people play 7 of the  8 notes of the minor scale in 3rd position. Most people do not play the 7 draw. You do not get all 8 notes like you would in 4th position, but you can do plenty with those  7 notes. HINT: play from 4 hole on up. DO NOT PLAY 4 DRAW. After you get the hang of it, you can play below 4.

Easy first octave

-4 5 -5 6 -6 7 -8

Easy octave and half

-4 5 -5 6 -6 7 -8 8 -9 9 -10

Here is an over 2 octave minor scale in 3rd position for people that can bend notes. 

-1 2 -2" -2 -3" -3 4 -4 5 -5 6 -6 7 -8 8 -9 9 -10 

Here's another way to look at the same scale. This shows which "degree of scale" the holes play. You can see where the tonic notes fall. Most people leave out the 6th note of the scale

Root  2nd   3rd   4th   5th   6th   7th  ocatve

                                               1      -1

-1      2      -2" -2    -3"   -3     4      -4 

-4      5      -5    6    -6    -7     7      -8 

-8      8     -9     9   -10  -10' -10

The following is from a Jon Gindick email:

Below, I have arranged an easy third position melody, or blues cycle. It goes through the I-IV-V blues progression. 

No worries if you are uncertain what the I-IV-V is.  Just get the book, Rock n' Blues Harmonica at http://www.Gindick.com    Check out how easy it is to play 3rd position when you keep it simple.

warning, stay above 4 blow.

Each line is 4 beats. The riff should happen in the first two beats,

and you should pause 1-2 after you've played it.

I    -6  6  -5 - 4    

I    -6  6  -5 - 4    

IV  -6  6 -5    6 

I    -6  6  -5 - 4    

V  -4 -5   6   -6

IV -6  6  -5   6

I    -6  6  -5 - 4    

